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Legsiative Tounc,

Wednesday, 25rd Januery, 1018

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers,

[For ‘*Questions on notite'’ and ‘‘Papers
presented " see *¢ Minutes of Proveedings.’’]

OBITUARY—HON. A. Q. JENKINS,
LETTERS [N REPLY,

The PRESIDENT: [ have received the
following  eommunications:—* ‘Clendon,’ *’
Flower-road, Colombo, 26th Oect., 1917. Dear
Mr. President, T thank you most sincerely for
the copy of ‘Hansard’ you sent me expressing
the sympathy of members in my great sorrow,
also for your own condolences, Tt is some
consolation to know how much my dear son
was respected and esteemed by his fellow
members and T feel very grateful for your
kindness in forwarding the same to me. Yours
sineerely, Caroline Jenkins,”*

‘15 Redcliffe Gardens, London, S.W. 20th
Sept., 1917. Dear Sir Henry Briggs, I have
this morning received your letter of the 24th
July and the copy of ‘Hansard.” My son
joins me in thanking you and hon. members
of the Legislative Council for your kind ex-
pressions of sympathy to us in our late be-
reavement. A. L. Jenkins.*’

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR
GREETINGS.

The PRESIDEXNT: It may interest hon.
members to know that during the adjournment
I received, on their behalf, Christmas and New
Year Greetings from Lieutenant-Colonel the
Fon. A. T. H. Saw, who is now in Egypt, also
from the Hon. James Cornell, who is now on
his way to the front; and from our late mem-
ber the Hon. R. D, Mackenzie, who is still at
the fwont in France.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

. Second Day--Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the 20th November,
1917.

Hon, A. SANDERSOX (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban} [-£.37]: The cireumstances in which
we meet are unusual, There has been a long
unavoidable delay in the debate on the Ad-
dress-in-reply which was begun in November,
and 1 may be permifted to remind hon. mem-
bers and also myself exactly where we stand.
We have a newly elected Assembly. Tt will
he within the recollection of hon, members that
the moribund Assembly elected a Ministry, a
procedure unprecedented in the history of
Western Australia,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Part of the Assembly.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: That is a good
correction and I accept it at once. Tt only
emiphasises what I wish to peint out, and T
do not wish to exapgerate. Part of a mori-
bund Assembly elected the Ministry and the
procedure of electing the Ministry, whether it
15 good or bad, i3 quite a novel feature in
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Western Australian affairs, I am not going
to trace in detail or step by step what is
within the recollection of every member here,
and 1 am mnot going to attempt to out-
line the dieevitable intrigues that will
take place when we have a system of
clecting  Ministries. Each member is in-
timately acquainted with what has come
wuder his own observation, and a eertain
amounnt has come under my observation in that
respect. We are interested in what goes on in
this Chamber, We undestood the old system
of Government and it is not difficult te under-
stand the new system of elective Ministries,
but what have we got to-day, and what have
we got in this Chamber? We have two Minis.
ters from the Eastern Province, a provinge in
which T am an clector, and I naturally join in
congratulating my fellow electors in having
two Ministers in the Upper House. But how
didl they get there? How comes it about that
those two hon. members oceupy the positions
they do? It must be a matter that the puablic
are rightly interested in and I am putting
aside altogether the position of affairs in an-
other place and what bas gone on and what is
going on there. But I think we must all be
interested in this Chamber in what is going
on here, and why we have the honour and the
pleasure of those two hon. members from the
Eastern Province as the sole representatives of
the Government in this Chamber. Were they
elected as Ministers, and if so, who elected
them?  Were they selected, and if so, who
selected them? I was not asked to vote for
them, I think we may safely say that the
Colonial Becretary stepped into his natural
position, and without any reserve whatever T
congratonlate him on the post he occupies. Un-
fortunately for myseclf possibly, I was unable
te follow him in his political movements, al-
though we ecame into the Chamber at
the same time and in many respects I
think in public affairs—hecanse that is
only what T am dealing with here—I
found myself sometimes in agreement with him
and sometimes entirely oppossed to his attitude.
It would be interesting and poasibly of value
to the country and to this Chamber, and fo
people who take any interest in Western
Australian affairs, to give, step by step,
the legitimate means—and I am not suggest-
ing illegitimate means—which were taken
in deposing the Labour Government, on the
grounds that their finances were unsouand.
The charge brought apgainst the late Labour
Government was that their administrative
ability was not equal to the business aecu-
men which could be obtained elsewhere, and
that their principles of finance and their
administration were  radically unsound.
There was even a suggestion made that their
financial methods were worse than unsound.
Urdoubtedly the suggestion was openly
made in regard to the question of what is
known as the XNevanas contract—I do not
say by the leader of the House or by any
member of this Chamber—that the dealings
and negotiations with the Nevanas business
werc wore than unsound, and that they re-
flected very little eredit on the integrity
and on the honesty of Ministers who were
dealing with the matter. That was unques-
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tionably the suggestion in some places, and
an open statement in other places. Assum-
ing all that to be correct, and that the
Labour party had shown their incompetence,
and assuming that their principles were rad-
ically nnsound from start to finish—and to
that 1 sebseribe—what are we to say to
hon, members and Ministers who displaced
the Government at a time of admitted diffi-
enlty, unprecedented diffieulty? What are
we to say when we find Ministers of a party
—and 1| may say ! was not of that party—
turning these men out of office at a time
like this und coming into office themselves,
and having 12 months or more to put their
hounse in order, to indicate and outline to
us how things should be put straight, and
who come forward at a time like this with
the record that they have? I have not had
an opportunity of personally congratulating
the HMonorary Minister, Mr. Baxter, upon
his accession to the position he holds, and
I beg to do s¢ now. It is certainly encour-
aging and advantageous to the country that
the younger members of a somewhat senior
assemblage like should have an opportunity
of trying their prentice hands at the art of
government, for it is an art. Tt would be
unbecoming in me as an elector to criticise
ong of my representatives when he has come
into that position. ILet me assure the Mon-
orary Minister that not only T myself, but
I am ecertain a great many others, arc fol-
lowing with the clogest attention and in-
terest his work in that very responsible posi-
tion. T know it could be said, and it has
been said, that my attitede is one of hos-
tility towards the Government. 'That, how-
ever, is not so, My attitude is onc of hos-
blity to any Government of this country--
and in that 1 earry out my election pledge
—which cither in their administration or
the prineiples on which they are working,
are nnsound. T am convinced, and hope to
econvinee 18,000 eleetors before long, that
this Government has not a very creditable
performance behind it in respect to its ad-
ministration, although T will be the first fo
admit the enormous difficultics with which it
has had to deal. Making a fair allowance for
those diffienlties, however, and Jooking back
upon its record for the last 12 or 18 months,
I say it is not a very creditable record for
any Government to put before the country.
In the remarks T wish to make on the one
important public question, which is engaging
attention, as shown by the Governor’s
Speech and the speech of the man in the
street, namely the question of finance, let
me protect myself so far as the leader of
the House is econcerned by telling bim that
T reecognisc that he s the spokesman of the
Government in this House, and is not the
Treasurer. Let him not imagine that I wish
to make a public attack upon his finances.
1 do wish, however, to make a public attack
on the finances of the Government. I must
erave the indulgence of members of this
Chamber because T am drafting an eclection
address. It is of course the wery last thing
that any hon. member here would wish to
listen to. An hon, member’s own election
address is probably dreadful emough to lis-
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ten to, but somcone else’s must be very
trying indeed for him to hear. It is quite
possible that my remarks this afternoon,
aml this address that is being drafted, may
sometimes run inte each other, but 1 will
attempt to strip the matier of all verbiage
and claptrap, and put to hon. memnbers what
1 admit they have heard, not onee, or twice,
but four times from myself. [ only ask
their attention on one point, and that is
the development whieh has taken place in
connection with the leader of the House in
his public utteranee on the problem of West-
ern  Aunstralia—I rvefer te the separation
movament. 1 do not suggest that everything
that appeared in the public Press from his
lips is acenrate—he may possibly wish to
correct one or two sentences, for we both
know the difficulty in getting absolute ae-
curaey in these matters, either on the part
of the intervicwer or the interviewed—hut
I take it for granted that he is not going
to deny that a very important utterance
was made by him on this guestioin, At any
rate, he will not be surprised when 1 tell him
that I have stodied it with the closest at-
tention. M'here are three courses we can
pursne. We can continne as we are doing,
for we are a sovercign State and a portion
of the Commonwealth of Australia. We can
continue indefinitely, so far as T can see,
on these lines if we sec fit to do so, but 1T
am thankful to say that the lcader of the
House is in agreement with me thaf this
course is impossible. 1t is very refreshing
to me to find myself in agreement with him
on anything. The other precedure we can
adopt i3 to separute from the Common-
wealth; and the third procedure is to abolish
State Governments and

The PRESIDENT: I would point out to
the hon. member that, while extreme latitude is
always allowed to a speaker on the Address-
in-reply, T think the subjects that are heing
brought hefore the House are many of them
outside altogether the scope of the debate.
There is a law laid down that any speech or
address must be relevant to the motion before
the House. We have simply the Governor’s
Speech before us, and T sheuld like the hon.
member in some measure to confine himself
to the matters contained in that Speech and
to keep somewhat within bounds. The ques-
tion of the Federal Government and as to how
it should be carried on, T maintnin, does nnt
come within the compass of the Governor’s
Speech,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: T apologise to you,
Sir, and to hon, memberg of thia Chamber, and
T shall not pursue that subject except in so
far as you permit me to handle the finaneial
question, and to indicate only how these three
propositions affect the finaneial positien. T
ghall now proceed to deal with the finances of
this country. The leader of the House was
kind enough to send me some papers and re-
turns for which I asked, and I appreciate his
action because it hag saved me a very consid-
ernble amonnt of exhausting labour in trying
to find out these particulars for myself. All
the figures are in round numbers, and there
will be nothing under half a million. The
position of affairs is set out so clearly, so far
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s ¢ ¢ faarces are concerned, and the returns
so arcurate that anyone who takes the trouble
can find out where we are. I am going to pass
by altogether what 1 call the capital account
or what we call the public debt. There is a
debt of over £100 a head independent alto-
gether of our private liabilities, our municipal
Nabilities, and our Commonwealth liabilites,
amlb to have a debt like that at a time like the
present seems to me to be most unsound., Bt
what is possibly worse than the capital ae-
count is what T helieve in business circles
would he called the profit and loss account—
the revenue and expenditure account. That is
where we are even worse. than we are with the
cupital aceount. The acemmulated deficit on
the #0th June, 1917—that is last .June—was
rougrhly two millions of money and we funded
a million and a half of that. There ugain that
is the round figure. It would mean that we
earry over to the next 12 months half a million
of monay. That jn itselt might he nothing to
eause alarm, but what do we find? On the
31st December, last month, there was a defieit
of £450.000 for the six wonths. That meang
that roughly speaking the deficit is two and a
half millions. How are we going to pay thaf
off? How are we going to deal with that?
That is the question 1 a nutshell. I certainly
do mnot think the present occupants of the
Treasury beneh are going to deal with this in
a satisfactory way according to their public
utterances, The leader of the IHouse tells us
—this is a very short extract—that—
1t those charged with the administration
of the Commonwealth Act persist in violat-
ing both letter and spirit to our detriment
the ery for scparation must grow, as roepre-
senting the only means of preventing publie
bhankruptey and industrial stagnation—the
only means of restoring that self-govern-
wment which is the right and the privilege of
every British community.
That is what the leader of the House says. 1
entirely agree with him, but what steps are his
colleagues taking to deal with it? Docs the
hon. member seriously suggest as a means of
dealing with the financial pogition, which he
and T and everyone in this Chamber are agreed
is most unsatisfactory from every point of
view and must end in disaster—does he seri-
ously suggest that he will support the separa-
tion movement? That is the question I ask
him, and if he does say that is a solution of
our difficulties, whatever the position of affairs
are at the present time, T myself will not move
one finger to separate from the rest of the
States. T am not going to give reasons at the
present, seeing the necessity for keeping close
to the financial position. The leader of the
House was kind enough and was generous
enongh publicly to state when there was no
necessity to do so, that I had worked out the
Federal problem some years ago and opposed
the entry of Western Australia to federation.
Whatever we may think of the Colonial Sec-
retary, we know that a lack of generosity is
net one of his failings. T have worked out
the unifieation problem as dealing with the
financial position. We cannot go on as we are
going. T agree with him on that, but T would
not move a finger for the separation move-
ment. Therefore, we are compelled to con-
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gider at the present time the question of unifi-
cation. 1 am only going to say a few words
more on the special subject of the sinking
fund. Here again do not let the leader of the
House imagine that T thought this swas his
propogal. It is the Treasurer’s proposal pre-
sumably and if it is not brought down, al-
though we are led to believe we might see the
Bill on the question of the suspension of the
sinking fond, I felt at the time, without going
into the subject, it was only fraondulent hank-
ruptey to touch the sinking fund. T am con-
vinced that the Government and their financial
advisers and hon. members who look eloscly
inte the subject will find that there are other
obstacles (apart trom our intelligence and our
own honesty fortunately for ourselves) in
London that will prevent them carrying out
their proposals. The Cotonial Stock Act might
be looked at by those interested in the subject
and possibly we shall hear from the Treasurer
a statement on this matter. I have not seen
anything lately as to what he has decided to
do or what the (overnment have decided to
do, but as far as touching the trust funds as
they are, the sinking fund and the interest
payments, or the fund itself, which at the
present time amounts to over five millicus of
money—1I do mnot know what the technical
term is, but the contribution fund the amount
that is paid over to the holders of the trust
fees, not as interest on the money but as con-
tribution to the capital account, is £275,000.
Other members will deal with this subject of
public concern and I shall listen with atteu-
tion. I regret that I trespassed and over-
stepped the line which separates relevancy
from irrrelevancy, but the ecircmustances, T
think, will ensure my absolution. Outside one
has more freedom, but whether we are inside
or outside, or whether we are dealing with the
Governor’s Speech or the man in the street
exeluding all questions of imperial and foreign
affairg for the moment, the one snbject of in-
terest to the public of this country and to the
people who sent us bere and whose interests
we are supposed to represent, the one subject
of prominent intercst is the finanrial question.
[ ahall be most interested to hear the leader
of the House on the subject when the time
comes. T rejoice to think he has publicly an-
nounced that the present system is impossible
and T would only ask what will he consider his
duty on the separation movement first of all
because T think it is dangerous to the country
to have a.man in his responsible position sug-
gesting such a thing, and secondly from a
West Australian standpoint, it is a hopeless
fluestion, From a Commonwealth point of
view it is a disloyal proposzal; that is the ques-
tion of separation. The guestion of separation
scems to he disloyal to the Commonwealth and
not only disloyal to the Commonwealth but to
the Empire of which we are all deing some-
thing at the present time, [ hope, to preserve.

Question put and passed; the Address ad-
opted.

ADJOURNMENT—STATE OF BUSINESS.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon, H. P.
Colebatech—East) [5.15]: T move—
““That the Touse at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday next.’!
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I think members will realise that I never con-
templated that the Address-in-reply would
finish this afternoon. I quite expected that
it would last a day or two and if that had
been so, other business would have been pro-
vided to be taken up. Now it will he neees-
sary for members to meet on Tuesday.

Hon, JJ, W, Kirwan: What business will
there he for Tuesday?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Very little
business bhecause it will he necessary for the
preliminary stages in regard to cerfain Bills
to be taken belore we can proceed with them
on a subsequent day.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Adjourn until Tuesday
week.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If we do
that we shall he in exactly the same position
beeause it will be necessary to take the pre-
liminary stages of the Bills. .

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Are these Bills ready?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: They are.
It is not my intention to suspend the Standing
Orders, I want to take everything in its pro-
per order.

Hen. W. Xingsmill: Have a formal sitting
to-morrow and deal with the first stages of
the Biils then.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: If it is the
desire of members to have a formal sitting to-
morrow so as to pet throngh the first stages
of certain Bills, that will he sufficient. In the
meantime we may be able to aseertain some
iden of the progress which is likely to be made
in another place and have some idea of the
wishes of hon. members whether it will be
desirable to adjourn wuntil Tuesday next or
Tuesday of the following week. If that is the
wish of hon, members, T simply move that the
House do now adjourn.

Question——that the House do now adjourn
—put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.17 pm.

Uegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, £23rd Januwary, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the
p.m., and read prayers.

Chair at 4.30

ELECTION RETURN—KIMEBERLEY.

The SPEAKER announced the return of
writ for the election of a memhber for Kim-
berley, showing that Mr. M. P. Durack had
bheen dnly elected.

[ASSEMBLY.)

SWEARING-LN,
Mr. M. P. Durack (Kimberley) und Mr.
J. B, Holman (Murchison) took and sub-
seribed the oath and siyned the roll

[For ‘‘Questions on notice’’ and *‘Papers
prescnted,’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’]

QUESTION — WYNDHAM FREEZING
WORIGS, AND MR. NEVANAS,

Mr. O°LOGHLEN, without notice, asked
the Minister for Works: Seeing that the
Minister was chairman of the seleet com-
mittee which ingnired into the Wyndham
freezing works, would he favour inviting
Mr., Nevanas to the bar of the House in
order that he may give his version of the
whole transaction? Mr. Nevanas was stated
to be very anxious at the time to appear be-
fore the seleet committee, und 1 understand
he is in Perth now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In reply
to the hon. member’s somewhat embarrass-
ing question, 1 showld say that any matter
econnected with Mr. Nevanas had Dbetter re-
main  quiescent for the present, or at all
events until we know for what purpose Mr.
Nevanas is in Western Australia.  The hon.
member and the public of Western Australia
may rest perfectly assured that the Govern-
ment will endeavour to protect the interests
of the State so far nsz Mr. Nevanas is con-
eerned.  With that reply [ think the hon.
mentber should remain content.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Scceond Day.

Dehate resmmed from the 20th November,
1917,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bouller) [4.55}: In
view of the exceptional circumstances in
which the House mects to begin the work of
the session, that is to sy, with seven months
of the financial year already expired, and with
i lapse of two monihs sinee Parlinment first
met, [ have no intention of wasting the time
or the money of the country in debating the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply at this juncture. The Government have
been returned from the country with a sub-
stantial majority. Theirs is the responsi-
hility of putting forward a policy adequate to
the reguirements of the desperaic condition
of the Siate. So far we on this side do not
know, nor does the country know, what that
poliey is. Consequently T shall reserve eri-
ticism or discussion until the Treusurer has
delivered hiz Budget speech, and until the
programme of the Government for the session
is made known to the House and to the coun-
try.

Mr. H. ROBINSON (Albany) [4.59]1: T de-
sire to congratulate the Geovernment on having
afforded members the opportunity of partiei-
pating in the last referendum campaign, which
camyaign enabled Western Australia once more
to inform the world that, notwithstanding what
our brothers in the Eastern States may do,
we here are still prepaved to stand by our
medged word.



